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Why is system-level 
understanding 
needed?
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Systemic thinking is the key skill 
for building a sustainable future
It is...
• a way of making sense of the 

complexity of the world

• about looking at wholes, 
connections and relationships



From observation to 
system-level 
understanding
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Nature excursion machine
Starting with 52 bird species and continuing with pollinators



Why are birds good 
messengers?

• Specific to their habitats
• On the top of the food chain
• The best known and studied group 

It's not just about the birds, but about 
how the entire living nature is doing!
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Nature excursion machine
https://mappa.fi/linturetkikone/







Birdhouse
Protection helps

Species interaction
Key species
Generalist
Local bird
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Long distance migratory
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Hömötiainen – talltita – Willow Tit
(Poecile montanus)
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