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Nature interpretation in Denmark plays a crucial role as a central actor in society’s efforts to address 
complex challenges such as climate change, sustainability, and the biodiversity crisis. Its significance 
spans a wide spectrum, and its potential as a catalyst for positive change is substantial. 

Through nature interpretation, the population not only gains access to knowledge about nature but 
also tools to understand and address urgent environmental issues. An essential aspect is nature 
interpretation’s ability to create comprehensive understanding. By highlighting the interconnectedness 
of nature, culture, and society, through projects like “Krible Krable” aimed at preschool, “Mental 
Trivsel i Naturen” for vulnerable children and their families or “Vild Mad” aimed at anyone interested 
in nature as a ressource in gourmet cooking, nature interpretation enables participants to view 
complex challenges from multiple perspectives. 

Diversity as a challenge and strength 
A significant strength of nature interpretation is its adaptability. It embraces a wide range of target 
groups and offers programs that can be tailored to different age groups, professional backgrounds, 
and interests. This differentiation makes nature interpretation accessible to all parts of society, crucial 
for achieving broad environmental awareness and action. 

The diversity within nature interpretation in Denmark is a central strength, with a broad array of 
interpreters possessing different professional backgrounds and specialties. Nature interpreters are 
employed in the state, municipalities, museums, interest organizations, the tourism industry, and as 
independent professionals, catering to diverse audiences. This variety creates dynamics, allowing 
nature interpretation to be adapted to different target groups and contexts. 

This diversity within nature interpretation provides an opportunity to meet a broad range of interests 
and needs in society. Interpreters with specialized knowledge in areas such as nature education, 
health and life matery, experience economy, bushcraft, or cultural history can tailor their 
communication to each their specific interest group. This makes nature interpretation more accessible 
and engaging across a diverse population, appealing to varying interests and learning styles. 

The diversity in nature interpretation in Denmark reflects the complexity and needs of society. From 
nature interpretation of our coast biomes, through roads to activism by engaging in sustainability 
workshops, to formal education building on the synergy between education and nature intepretation 
in outdoor school or even recovering from PTSD or mental or social disorders assisted by a 
therapeutic nature intepreter, the roads to solution with nature interpretation are legion. This enables 
a more nuanced approach to nature communication, where different perspectives and approaches 
can be combined to create an enriching and meaningful experience for a broad range of citizens. This 
underscores nature interpretation’s ability to function as an inclusive platform, embracing and 
enriching various target groups across society. 



The diversity among nature interpreters also poses a challenge for educational planners who must 
consider different backgrounds and professional foundations. However, this challenge can be seen as 
an opportunity to promote interdisciplinary collaboration and knowledge exchange. In this way, 
interpreters can benefit from each other’s expertise and enrich their own communication methods. 

Nature interpretation as a path to meaningfulness 
Nature interpretation has a unique ability to facilitate experiential learning. Participants are engaged 
not only intellectually but also emotionally through direct interaction with nature. This approach 
strengthens the personal connection to the environment and lays the foundation for deeper 
engagement and responsibility. 

On a personal level, nature interpretation facilitates profound insights into individuals’ relationships 
with nature. Through direct experiences in nature, reflective exercises, and guided activities, nature 
interpretation creates an emotional connection to the environment. Participants have the opportunity 
to explore their own feelings, values, and thoughts about nature and the frame of focus set by the 
nature interpreter for the specific target group. This can result in a deeper understanding of the 
personal significance nature holds for them and how it affects their quality of life. 

At the societal level, nature interpretation contributes to creating awareness about citizens’ roles as 
active citizens and stewards of nature. By conveying environmental challenges and sustainability 
principles, through for an example citizen science initiatives like arter.dk, nature interpretation 
informs participants about their responsibility for nature and society as a whole. This awareness 
strengthens their ability to make informed decisions and participate in public discussions about 
environmental issues. Nature interpretation acts as a catalyst for creating societal engagement and 
promoting sustainable behavior. 

Building better communities 
Nature interpretation is not just a conveyor of information; it is also a creator of communities. By 
serving as a gathering point for nature interpreters across the varioues areas mentioned before, 
Naturvejledning Danmark is an interest organisation that establishes networks that go beyond 
geographical and professional boundaries. These networks exchanges knowledge, experiences, and 
ideas, strengthening society’s collective ability to address environmental challenges. 

Another crucial community-building dimension is nature interpretation’s role as an advocate for 
nature conservation and sustainability. Through awareness-building and active participation in nature 
management, the locally anchored and diveres nature interpreters enables citizens to discover their 
voice in, and a sense of ownership over their local environment. This creates a foundation for 
sustainable actions at the individual and societal levels. 

Finally, nature interpretation is an inspiration for change. It promotes a shift in lifestyle and behavior 
for individual participants by connecting nature and health. Through various health centered nature 
interpretation programs, articipants are encouraged not only to take care of nature but also of their 
well-being, creating a holistic approach to a sustainable lifestyle. 

http://arter.dk


Overall, nature interpretation fills the role of a bridge between nature and society, and its potentials as 
a catalyst for positive change are deeply rooted in its ability to create understanding, community, and 
action. In the face of climate change, sustainability, and the biodiversity crisis, nature interpretation is 
not just a guide but a key actor in shaping a society that is more aware, responsible, and engaged in 
preserving our planet for future generations. 

Call of the wild - a call to action 
Participants can be motivated to translate their awareness and understanding of nature into concrete 
actions in society. Some engage in environmental activism and voluntary work, such as beach 
cleanups and tree planting projects, directly contributing to the preservation of local ecosystems. 
Nature interpretation also inspires a sustainable lifestyle, where participants make conscious choices 
like waste sorting, reducing plastic consumption, and supporting local and organic products. 

Additionally, nature interpretation can inspire initiatives for educational activities and awareness 
campaigns to share knowledge about environmental issues and sustainable practices with others in 
society. This creates a positive effect by spreading awareness and encouraging collective action. 
Furthermore, nature interpretation can motivate participants to become active in local politics and 
influence decision-making regarding environmental and nature management. Participation in public 
meetings and collaboration with local authorities becomes ways for them to impact sustainable 
policies at the local level. 

In summary, nature interpretation is about motivating actors to translate their insights, realizations, 
knowledge, motivation, and environmental awareness into practical actions. From individual lifestyle 
choices to direct engagement in society, nature interpretation provides a wide range of opportunities 
for participants to become active contributors to the preservation and protection of our natural 
environment. The diversity within nature interpretation is not just a challenge but primarily a catalyst 
for creating a population where as many as possible understand, appreciate, and actively work for the 
conservation and sustainable management of nature.


